Hospital patients and viitors have a lot to cope with—pain, ansety, frustration, loneliness. And when you're hurting, it can
Ibe hard to think positively. Or, as they say al Intermountain Therapy Animals: paws-itively.

Since the nonpobit oiganization's Pet Partner® teams began working their healing magic at Unlversity ol Utah Haspitals &
Clinits soven yoars aga, patients’ spirits have lifted and their blood pressures have dropped. Pet-assisted thempy, i Seems, i5
just what the doctor ordened,

University Hospital and the U of U Newropsychiatric institute are among 7o lacllities along the Wasatch Fronl— nursing homes,
substance abuse treabment oemers, programs for emationally and physically abused children and developmentally disabled
adults, schaols and libraries —wisited by some 180 Intermountain Therapy Animals [ITA) teams. .M !he hospital, ITA human
handlers and their sidekicks — primarily dogs, but a small cast of cats, two birds, one bunny an; nea pg— make regular
rounds af the rehabilitation center, psychiatric units, surgery waiting room and pedi, ‘"“":.'L
families, the four-footed therapists also make mom calls. [ L

Absolutely
PAWS-itive

On Thursdays, Kiyoshl, an Akfa, sounds in Universify Hospifel patient moms and sfaffs ihe surgery woiting rmom
wirh Pef Ponner® Kathy McNelfy Canversotion with Kivoshi makes the fime pass fasher for Ledan Harsen, Keorns, Neh (Beloer left),
who's wailing far ward abow! & friend in ihe apenating room, and Sohen Skinner, Aftoa, Wyo. (betow right), whose mom, Anowda,
i5 having knee surgery Kiyeshl and the ather lntermounioin Therapy Anlmals mest pass o dgorous hest to show
that their bebawior i predietolle mad thet bhey'e comioriable with the wnpredicioble,
Inciwiing e sccasionod gome of leopfrog gome owng




