
THE TOP 20 COMMITTEE

SELECTION, DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS


(Approved 2026)


1. Under supervision of the ACA Show Chair, the Top 20 Committee shall be

responsible for producing the Top 20 Invitational competition at each year's

National Specialty.


2. Rankings and eligibility will be determined by statistics based on published data

from the AKC Awards online report.


3. The Top 20 Committee Chair shall have a term as designated by the Akita Club of America 
(ACA) Board of Directors (BOD). 


4. The committee members shall have a term as determined by the ACA BOD.


5. In the event the ACA arranges for food and/or beverages (F&B) for exhibitors and

spectators at the Top 20 event, F&B for Top 20 exhibitors will be approved by the

BOD annually, as venues change from year to year.


6. Formal dress is requested of those attending the Top 20 event to recognize and

honor the top winning dogs in our breed.


SELECTION AND ELIGIBILITY OF TOP 20 COMMITTEE MEMBERS


1. The Top 20 Committee shall be comprised of members in good standing with the

ACA. These members shall be approved by the ACA BOD.


2. Committee members must guarantee that their activities remain entirely secret until the

competition actually begins.


3. Qualification and selection of the committee members are approved solely by the

ACA BOD.


4. Committee members may not own/co-own, bred/co-bred, or own/co-own the sire to any 
dog entered for Top 20 competition for the upcoming year's National Specialty. 


COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES


1. Due to the need for complete confidentiality in the selection of the Top 20

conformation placements, committee members must assume all duties culminating

in production of the Top 20 Invitational event at the upcoming year's National

Specialty.


2. The Top 20 Committee is a sub-committee if the National Show Committee and is

directly responsible to the ACA BOD.


3. The Top 20 Committee is responsible for compiling breed and group point wins as

published in the AKC Awards online reports for the eligibility period. The eligibility

period shall be determined based upon the official AKC statistics that are available

for the time period from June 1 of the previous year through May 31 of the current

calendar year. This allows the committee no less than one month to compile

statistics before posting eligible dogs to the ACA website and mailing invitations to each dogs 
first owner.




4. The closing date for the acceptance of the invitation and entry into the event shall

correspond with the closing date for entry in the National Specialty. Entry shall be

made on the official ACA entry form approved by the ACA BOD and entered through the ACA 
website. Each entry will be eligible to receive one Top 20 dinner ticket, and to place an ad in 
the Akita Review for a reduced price.


5. The ACA Top 20 Committee will be responsible for verifying that each dog entered is eligible 
for competition. 


6. The Top 20 Committee will require a representative (owner, co-owner or handler) to

attend a mandatory meeting on the afternoon of the event. Biographies for each

entry of 100 words or less, must be handed in at said meeting. Failure to attend the meeting 
will disqualify that entry from participating in the event judging.


7. In order to maintain complete confidentiality, the Top 20 Committee members may suggest 
judges for the event but the Top 20 Chairperson shall be solely responsible for the selection 
and engagement of the judges required for the event. The importance of carefully thought-out 
judging selections commensurate with the importance and prestige of the event should be 
foremost in each committee member's mind. 


JUDGE SELECTION


The Top 20 Committee shall contact its selection of the event's judges no later than six

months prior to the event. The judging panel will be comprised of the following:


1. An AKC approved all-breed judge or Working Group judge, who is not connected to

breeding, owning or co-owning Akitas.


2. A working dog professional handler judge, either active or retired from making his

or her living handling dogs and is not connected to breeding, owning or co-owning

Akitas.


3. A breeder judge that will be selected by a random drawing from qualified persons

who meet all the requisite criteria of a breeder judge, and who expresses an interest

in judging this event. The breeder judge must guarantee that he/she does not have

any connection to any dog entered in the Top 20 competition by signing an

eligibility form to determine such qualification. (See Attachment D)


4. All-breed and breeder judges must be either an AKC approved judge or meet the

12/5/4 criteria established by the AKC for judging application eligibility.


5. An individual who judges the Top 20 will be placed on an eight year blackout period

and will be ineligible to judge the Top 20 during the blackout period. This does not

exclude a judge from participating in judging a National Specialty regular AKC class

providing they are not in a blackout period which applies to National Specialty

judging rules. Selection of and acceptance by each judge is to be kept strictly

confidential and that information is limited solely to the Top 20 Chair and

committee members.


6. It shall be a condition of acceptance by all selected judges that they maintain strict

secrecy regarding their invitation/assignment and participation in the event until after the event 
has occurred. 




7. The committee is urged to select judges from the general geographic region of the

National Specialty site to reduce costs.


8. Judges will be given one night's lodging and dinner at the event.


9. The committee shall invite and rotate eligible ACA members in good standing to

assist as stewards and event assistants for the Top 20 Invitational event.


TROPHIES


1. A commemorative pewter bowl will be given to the Top 20 winner only until the clubs 
inventory is depleted. Other trophies will be sponsored, by members donations for the event 
winners. If the trophies are sponsored, it is the responsibility of the Top 20 committee to 
purchase the trophies, and it must be in the possession of the committee prior to the date of 
the National Specialty. It shall be the obligation of the committee to have such a trophy 
properly tagged and displayed at the trophy table. 


2. The ACA will provide each entered dog one complimentary rosette embossed with the

dog's name.


3. The ACA will provide the winner of the Top 20 a similar but somewhat larger

rosette.


4. The winner of the Top 20 will be announced the evening of the event, and

immediately following the International Extravaganza competition.


PEOPLES CHOICE


1. Please see Attachment A for procedure.


2. A ballot will be issued with each paid spectator fee for the event. The fee will

be determined each year by the show committee as costs from each venue change

based on hotel costs. The winner of the Peoples Choice will be announced at the Awards 
Banquet.


3. The ACA will provide the Peoples Choice winner of the Top 20 a similar but somewhat larger

rosette.


OWNER HANDLED


1. The Owner Handled Top 20 competition will be simultaneous with the overall

Top 20 event and the winner will be announced the evening of the event before the overall 
winner is announced.


2. Please see Attachment B for eligibility requirements and procedures.


3. The ACA will provide the Owner Handled winner of the Top 20 a similar but somewhat larger

rosette.


GOVERNANCE


1. The Top 20 Committee is governed by the ACA Board of Directors and any

deviations from the established rules must be approved by the BOD. The Top 20




committee will report to the Show Chair concerning arrangements for judges' rooms and 
dinners, ordering of rosettes, catalog pages/ads, and any other logistical needs for holding the 
event.


2. Decisions and possible actions regarding any issues/problems regarding a Top 20

exhibitor will be solely determined by the ACA Board, to protect the committee from

any perception of unfairness.


3. The ACA Board members present at the event will convene promptly to render a

decision regarding any issue.


4. Any Top 20 exhibitor involved in such will not participate in the event until a

decision has been rendered by the ACA Board.


